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The Army Corps of Englneers has 1ssued its
long-awalted draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) on Patoka Partners’ plan to build an $80 million
theme park at Tillery Hlll on Patoka Lake. The EIS
offers three management alternatlves:

1. Patoka Partners’ resort compley:

{ 200 room hotel expandable to 350 rooms

! 45 villas

! 4,500 set ampitheater

! 2 golf courses

! Tennis, racquetball, handball, volleyball
& other sports courts

! Aergblcs and exerclise center

! Swimming pool and two beaches

! At least 2 fishing plers

1300 slip marlna

! Several picnic areas ‘

! Theme park with thrill rides

! Jim Fowler’s exotic wild animal park

2. A smaller state park Stylez development

3. No actlon, leaving the peninsula as 1, at least for

the near future

Protect Our Woods proposed another plan, which the
Corps refused to consider. Our plan, also endorsed
by the Hoosler Environmental Council, would leave
the peninsula permanently as It is today, except for
replacing introduced plants with native plants, -
excluding pesticldes, forbidding logging, building no
new boat ramps or marinas on the lake, and
monitoring water quality.

TO STOP PATOKA PARTNERS, SEE BACK PAGE

out in April.

) —

HOOSIER FOREST
POW has just learned from Semator Lugar that the

HNF will be closed to oil and gas leasing in the
Amended Forest Plan, now at the printer’s and due

Heartwood
Heartwood 138 a new coalltlon
of Mldwestern grassroots
organizations from Indiana,
I1linois, Kentucky, and Ohlo,

dedicated to stopping logging
on public forests of the

" ¢entral hardwoods. This

1ssue contalns a speclal pull
out section on the central
hardwood forest and a
brochure on the upcoming
Heartwood Forest Council,
May 3-5.
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iild and Rural Indiana on Endangered List

If the proposed development of Tillery Hill
proceeds, one of the most gcenlc areas of the
state will be a step closer to extinction.

Paving the way in thig debacle would be the
eagle nesting program, which will probably not
succeed If large 3cale recreational facllities
are constructed on Tillery Hill.

Patoka is one of two major Eagle wintering
spots.-in the state, and Tillery Hill contains

 areas ldeal for nesting to occur. It haz led the
state three out of flve years in numbers of
“eagles reported migrating through the state.
Ironically, the DNR has fostered the eagle
re—-introduction program and at the same time
is pressing for development that would destroy
its chances.

Since the Jackson SRA, another area of Patoka
Lake adJacent to Tillery Hill 1s also slated for
development, and other residential and
commerclal development 18 projected to follow,
many other waterfowl and woodland specles
would lose extensive habltat as well.

Disease from the exotic animals in the wild
animal park could be a "serlous threat" to
wildlife in the area, warns the Army Corps, and

In additlon, escape and naturalization of exotic
flora and fauna could be a "serlous and
expensive problem."

Hunting on the peninsula itself would stop and
increased development around the lake would,
In time, likely make hunting in the area no
longer deslrable. -The Army Corps did not
explore the wildlife management problems that
mlight occur because of this, nor did 1t explore
the problems this might create for private
landowners In the area.

WATER QUALITY THREATENED

Water quallty would be impalred if development
proceeds, Increaged fedlment and nutrlent
levels are now being reported at Patola.
According to the EIS, "...even small loads In a
nutrient loaded system can produce local
impactg, such as extenslve shoreline algal
blooms, particularly in isolated areas."
Alternative I would have the "greatest
potential for water quality degradation by
reason of 1ts higher denslty of development."
Construction on the highly erodable land in the
area (both on and off site) would increase this
as would future run—off of pesticides and
chemicals.

RECREATIONAL USERS TO SUFFER

All current recreational users of the lake would
have to compete with a dramatic Increase in the
number of visitors. Should the development
proceed, every wekend is projected to be like
holiday weekends. A huge increase in the
number of boats could be expected, and it 18=
likely that sallboaters would no longer wish to
use the lake. "Enforcement and educational
efforts will have to be increased to teach
boaters how to reduce conflicts," says the Army
Corps, and "flshermen will then more than ever
have to retreat from the maln lake to outlying
idle areas to avold harrassment...."local
residents would suffer from increased trafflc
congestion along with tourists. Traffic speed

on HWY 145 might drop to 40 mph during peak
times.

HENSLOW'S SPARROW

State status: threatened.
Sighted near proposed devel-
opment, probably nesting.







