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"FORESTS FACING DE-REGULATION
BLUES:

WILL CITIZENS BE AXED FROM FOREST
DECISIONS UNDER THE GUISE OF “ECO-
NOMIC GROWTH?” by Leah Garlotte

Q: What do you get when you take the ‘public’
out of public forests?

A: The Forest Service’s new proposal for man-
agement of our National Forests.

It’s no joke. In response to the Bush
administration’s desperate scramble to shore up
the crumbling U.S. economy before November
elections, the Forest Service has proposed elimi-
nation of the appeals process for decisions made on
the National Forests. This proposal, intended to
remove regulations that supposedly hamper eco-
nomicgrowth,is not meant to apply to the ten-year
management plans for each forest. Rather, citi-
zens will no longer be able to appeal actions such
as timber sales, construction of ORV trails, oil and
gas leasing, and other decisions if the Forest
Service gets their way.

INANATTEMPTTO SLIDE THESE MEASURES PAST
THE PUBLIC, THE FOREST SERVICE HAS ONLY AL-
LOWED A 30 DAY COMMENT PERIOD. YOU MUST RE-

SPOND BY APRIL 27, 1992,

In order to “reduce regulatory burdens,” the

U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced a
series of steps it will take, including the following:
“USDA’s Forest Service will propose reducing
delays in agency actions by substituting public
notice and comment before decisions are made for
the appeals process in land management deci-
sions. Current procedures have delayed decisions
and hamstrung the agency, resulting in more than
3,000 appealsin the past two years. This comes at
a time when lumber costs have hit an all-time
high.

Citizen appeals of Forest Service decisions are
one of the few means by which people can halt
cutting of old-growth or native forest, construction
of “recreation” areas in forests such as ski resorts
and off-road vehicle trails, or countless other
commodity-driven activities that destroy fragile
forest ecosystems and their inhabitants. The idea
that “public notice and comment before decisions
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Wildflowers, like this twinleaf, abound in the HNF.

Photo Bob Klawitter
are made” can be substituted for the appeals
process is ludicrous. Rarely is information on FS
decisions circulated widely, or for a long enough
time period for citizens to evaluate, research, and
make proposal modifications before project dead-
lines. Also, the Forest service is an agency in the
business of selling “commodities” off of our Na-
tional Forests (timber, oil, gas, grasslands, motor-
ized and high-impact recreation). They employ
thousands of people nation-wide, and have mil-
lions of dollars available to implement their deci-
sions.

In contrast, citizen activists generally do not
have the means by which to hire scientific or legal
counsel, and often defend forests in their “spare”
time outside of the other jobs they hold to support
themselves and their families. We don’t have the
“luxury” of a centralized agency that employs us
full-time with unlimited funds. But thisisalsoour
strength. Our motives are not tied to “reducing
regulatory burdens” or economic showmanship on
the part of a floundering agency and presidential
administration in an election year. Public partici-
pation in forest planning through the appeals
process springs from a clear and simple mandate
— protection and restoration of forest ecosystems,
which become more endangered every day.

The power balance is inherently unequal in
decisions affecting our public forests. The Forest
Service and its parent, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, the well-heeled lobbies of the timber, oil,
and livestock industries, the manufacturers of all-
terrain vehicles, the makers and pushers of weap-
ons for hunting, among others, all have huge
financial stakes in “management” of our public
forests. They clearly out-number and out-spend
those whose experience, desire, and expertise falls
in the realm of amenity values — those who value
biological diversity, solitude, silence, and aesthetic
beauty. This attempt to quickly manipulate the

‘public’ out of ‘public’ forestis tantamount toarmed o
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robbery — with swift, powerful tactics backed by
corporations and the government as a weapon
held at our heads. ,

In a recent memo, Rick Johnson of the Sierra
Club writes, ...anytime anything gets in the way
of cutting trees the Bush administration takes ‘em
out. The regional forester for Montana and North
Idaho, John Mumma, didn’t cut enough trees —
out he goes. Scientific evidence from the USF'S be-
gins to slow down or stop cutting — it gets buried
or taken out. And now, the very process by which
citizens can involve themselves in USFS land
management gets taken out because it has “de-
layed decisions and hamstrung the agency.” We
win appeals because we areright. We file appeals
because we are fighting an agency increasingly
out of control in an administration-driven lawless
Tust for logs. It's bad for the land and bad public
policy. Taking away administrative appeals forces
usrightinto court, an expensive and time consum-
ing process designed to intimidate citizens from
public involvement in public land management.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Fill out and send the enclosed postcards to the
Forest Service, your senators, and congressional
representative. If you can, write personal letters
as well. Tell them all that you strongly oppose the
Forest Service’s attempt to eliminate citizens’ op-
portunities to appeal Forest Service decisions, as
this clearly undermines democratic participation
by the public. Insist that the appeals process
remain, and that it be made easier and more
accessible by lengthening appeal periods.

Send your response to the Forest Service by
April 27, 1992, Write to: Appeals Staff, Forest
Service, USDA, PO Box 96090, Washington, DC
20090-6090.

Information contributed by Jim Bensman and
Rick Johnson.



ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
NEEDS PROTECTION
by Jeanne Melchior

In 1973 Congress passed the En-
dangered Species Act. Amajor thrust of
this act was to consider that species
preservation was as important as eco-
nomics. When planning any develop-
ment project that might damage or
destroy habitat for endangered species,
that fact had to be weighed carefully.
Because of this, environmentalists have
been able to stop or slow some develop-
ment.

But this year, Congress will again
debate the fate of the Endangered Spe-
ciesAct. Ithasbeen amended five times
already, and developers and the timber
industry are leading a massive cam-
paign to greatly weaken it. A major
focus of their campaign is that human
need and economic growth- (read my
lips—economic profit for afew) are really
what matters, and if we lose a few
species along the way, it really won’t
have devastating effects. As good
humans, they claim, we should be more
concerned with short-term human
needs, like jobs, and we really can’t

afford to save species.

The real issue, however, is whether
we can afford to lose more species and
more ecosystems. Since species, includ-
inghumans, exist within alarger frame-
work, what we really need is an Endan-
gered Ecosystems Act which would fo-
cus on preserving large tracts of land.
Society must find ways of supporting
the human community that are sus-
tainable, that do not destroy the land
and its resources, making it unable to
support future generations.

Please write your representatives

The Tillery Hill development proj-
ect, for example, has so far been de-
layed, in part, because the Endangered
~ Species Act required a special habitat
assessment for possible damage to en-
dangered species. Since what is really
endangered here, wild and rural South-
ern Indiana, is not yet protected by law,
the Endangered Species Act has been
our last best legal hope.

Red Eyed Verco

-and ask them to not only strengthen the
Endangered Species Act, but to con-
sider sponsoring an Endangered Eco-
systems Act. We've enclosed addressed
postcards, but encourage you to write
letters as well. Your letters need not be
typed or perfectly written. Simply state
why you think the Endangered Species
Actisimportant, and follow that with a
personal statement of why you want it
strengthened.

THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF ENDANGERED FOREST BIRDS

JANUARY 31,1992 —Three foresters charged
with concealing the presence of endangered red-

cockaded woodpeckers on Army timberland in
Georgia may face 30 vears in jail and $640.000

fine. National Woodlands suggests this case
may confirm “fears landowners have concerning
the Endangered Species Act.”

Some private timberland owners worry that
the presence of endangered species on their land
willkeep them from selling their timber. Thisis an

argument for not reauthorizing the Endangered
Species Act.

Timberland owners, however, have every rea-
son to see the Endangered Species Act as long-
term protection of their investment: The Endan-
gered Species Act protects species that pro-

tect the timber. Neotropical migrant birds are an
excellent example.

HOW DO THE BIRDS PROTECT THE TIMBER? ,
70% of all Eastern woodland birds are neotropi-

cal migrant's.v They are irreplaceable as insecti- 3

By Bob Klawitter

vores in the forest ecosystem. They appear in
North America just as the leaves burst their buds
in the spring forest canopy, and their northward
migrationisfueled by theinchworms that hatch at
the same time and would otherwise defoliate the
trees. All summer long they feed on forest insects.
It would be a poor bet that our forests and timber
crops could survive without them.

Two species of wood warblers in the Eastern
U.S. are already listed as Federally Endangered.
Another eight neotropical migrants are listed as
Endangered or of Special Concern in Indiana: 44
species are headed for listing in the Eastern U.S.
unless their population declines can be halted.

HOW DOES THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
PROTECT THE BIRDS?

Federal listing indicates a species emergency
requiring drastic action, such as restricting log-
ging on critical habitat. Listing means that all
other attempts to preserve critical habitat have
failed. Critical habitat for an endangered species

continued on next page






